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Topic: The United States federal government should enact one of the following policies in 
response to the Rohingya genocide in Myanmar: enacting economic sanctions on Myanmar, 
sending peacekeeping troops to Myanmar, or hosting an international tribunal for the leaders of 
Myanmar.  
Background: The Rohingya are an ethnic minority within the nation of Myanmar that have long 
been persecuted by the Myanmar government. Since August 2017, nearly 700,000 Rohingya 
have fled the province of Rakhine to flee into Bangladesh and Thailand. On September 18, 2018 
the United Nations labeled the violence as genocide, and called for Myanmar’s leaders to face an 
international tribunal.On September 24, 2018, the United States released its own report of the 
genocide, labeling the violence as ethnic cleansing and  pledging an additional $185 million in 
humanitarian aid to Myanmar and Bangladesh. The Trump administration has also discussed the 
possibility of targeted sanctions against Myanmar, but so far no action has been taken.  
Potential Affirmative Arguments:  
This topic allows for specific case arguments about the role of the United States in the Rohingya 
genocide as well as the international implications of the genocide itself. Additionally, the 
passage of the plan raises questions for domestic US policy, and the US’s stance on instances of 
violence abroad.  
 
Critical: The affirmative can read arguments about militarism, securitization, colonialism, 
capitalism, orientalism and any other collection of critical arguments. 
 
Policy: The economic sanctions plank allows for arguments about the validity of economic 
sanctions as a response method, as well as the ways economic sanctions affect the United States 
domestically and internationally. The peacekeeping plank allows for arguments about military 
presence in Myanmar, international relations resulting from military action, and domestic policy. 
The tribunal plank allows for arguments about accountability for the genocide, court advantages, 
and other international policy arguments.  
Potential Negative Arguments:  
The economic sanctions plan allows for arguments about why economic sanctions are ineffective 
or unfairly target certain groups, as well as arguments about how the international economy and 
political sphere will react to sanctions. The peacekeeping troops plan allows for arguments about 
the ineffectiveness or harms of peacekeeping troops, as well as Myanmar and international 
backlash disadvantages, economic disadvantages, and responses within domestic US policy. The 
international tribunal allows for Russia and China politics disadvantages, as well as 
tribunals/courts bad arguments. Additionally, this allows for Myanmar backlash disadvantage.  
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