
ROHINGYA CRISIS TOPIC PAPER 

Resolution: The United Nations should increase humanitarian aid to the Rohingya Muslims 

In April of 2017, Myanmar launched an attack against the Rakhine state, a Muslim minority 
group who are not considered citizens.  The United Nations Human Rights Council has called 
this the fastest growing human rights crisis in history due to the magnitude of the event, 
especially considering the short timeframe. This topic is especially important because it is 
overlooked by mainstream media. Rohingya Muslims are still flooding Bangladesh and 
Myanmar has continued to burn the Rakhine State.  The resolution will focus on actions that can 
occur in order to provide solace to the Rohingya people. The resolution allows for a variety of 
different debates to occur because the resolution allows for a variety of Affirmatives to be run 
due to how broad it is, however the specificity allows the negative access to a variety of 
strategies within the round. 

Affirmative Ground: 

 The Affirmative is able to run generic advantages such as United Nations Credibility and 
Human Rights are good. These are both key Affirmative ground because it provides the impact 
clash within the debate. The Affirmative is also able to run a variety of region specific 
advantages regarding Bangladesh’s economy and environment, as well as the region stability that 
is fading due to this crisis. The Affirmative is also able to effectively respond to critical 
arguments such as orientalism and colonialism because it is trying to resolve past mistakes. 

 

Negative Ground: 

 The Negative is able to run United Nations Credibility as a disadvantage but also run 
regional internal backlash disadvantages. The negative also has access to a variety of critical 
argument such as Orientalism, Colonialism, Neo-Liberalism, and Biopower. This gives the 
negative a variety of ways to link into the Affirmative. The negative can also run a variety of 
actor counterplans that are more region specific other than the United Nations and why that actor 
is better. 

 

Why: 

 As previously stated, the Rohingya crisis is still ongoing and there has been very little 
done to resolve this human rights crisis. This debate is important because this is a minority group 
being abused and it is important to have conversations about solutions to human rights crisis. 
Also the Rohingya who have fled Myanmar are still suffering due to lack of aid and discussing 
mechanism to provide that aid is necessary. Another reason to have this debate is because it is 
important to discuss how the west can and should deal with the realities of colonialism. This 
resolution specifically provides an excellent amount of ground for both sides of the debate even 
though the negative has access to a variety of critical arguments, the Affirmative is able to 
provide means to resolve issues such as colonialism. The education gained from the debate 



should be highly valued because human rights crisis will continue to occur and being able to 
discuss ways to prevent future ones should always be seen as good.  
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