
TOPIC AREA: ECONOMIC JUSTICE 

BACKGROUND AND IMPORTANCE 

Within the debate community, as well as within general discourse, there has been a disconnect 
between “hard econ” topics and topics pertaining to identity-based politics and intersectional issues. 
Absent Marxist arguments, the critical debate has remained separate from economic issues, with 
identity-based arguments often centered on deconstructions of the state or questions surrounding 
performativity and other, alternate solvency mechanisms. Cap debates rarely focus on how policies 
within the current economic system can solve some of the ills of capitalism. The following topics raise 
the question of how the federal government can engage in positive or negative actions via various forms 
of economic policy, in order to better understand the relationship between these policies and various 
vulnerable populations within the US.  

In particular, we have centered the issue of economic justice around the labor performed by 
these various groups and their access to government protections and benefits, raising questions 
regarding the nature of labor, work, and how compensation ought to be provided. The topics below 
focus on expanding our understanding of how we view human capital and how we distribute social 
benefits, how different types of labor are defined and valued within the US, and how your labor 
deserves your compensation.  

Some of these issues pertain to questions of citizenship, and the positioning of non-citizens 
within our society. Normative discourse surrounding immigrants in the US presents a narrative of 
immigrants taking jobs away from citizens and taking advantage of social programs. We hope that, 
through the topics provided, debaters will be able to interrogate and analyze the ways in which certain 
types of immigration are prioritized based on their potential to contribute to greater economic growth, 
and how the distribution of benefits relates to the evaluation of non-citizens’ economic worth within the 
US.  

Topics of economic justice are also tied to race, gender, and sexuality, and how these types of 
categorizations have been enforced and created by economic policies and classifications of different 
forms of labor. Specific communities are often disproportionately engaged in certain domains of labor, 
particularly for sex work, domestic work, and labor performed by incarcerated individuals, while 
justification for black reparations rest upon a history of uncompensated forced labor. These topics hope 
to encourage debaters to grapple with these intersections of labor and identity, allowing access to both 
kritikal ground and policy-related advocacies and arguments.  

 

RESOLUTIONS AND ARGUMENTS 

The USFG should substantially expand the Fair Labor Standards Act to increase inclusion of direct 
service and/or domestic workers. 

● Affirmative Arguments: Domestic work and direct service work for elderly and disabled 
individuals are disproportionately performed by immigrant women and women of color who 
currently receive limited rights under the FLSA; in particular, the affirmative could discuss 
benefits for specific communities based on gender, race, or immigration status as well the 
impact on discourse on what types of work are valued. There are also economic arguments to 



be made for how narrowing this exemption would provide better pay and improved overall 
economic growth.  

● Negative Arguments: Economic arguments could be read in the opposite direction, based on the 
potential for increased pay to decrease use of “companionship services”. There are also 
counterplan options based on amending the act in different ways. The negative team could also 
address the disproportionate effect of increased costs on elderly communities, as well as make 
fem arguments based on increased childcare costs and the gender wage gap in the professional 
sphere. Additionally, this increases costs for Medicaid and the agencies that employ some 
domestic and individual service workers. The negative also has access to solvency indicts based 
on enforcement. 

The USFG should substantially restrict the use of federal anti-trafficking grants to investigate and 
prosecute persons who engage in the purchase of commercial sex acts. 

● Affirmative Arguments: This resolution is centered on the point of tension of the implications of 
sex work for people of different genders. The affirmative has access to arguments regarding 
potential self-liberation and economic self-determination allowed by sex work, as well as 
violence carried out by police against sex workers.  

● Negative Arguments: On the other side of this point, the negative can address the potentially 
problematic implications of prostitution and how sex work can provide unique risks to particular 
communities. There can also be discussion of the difficulty in separating sex work from human 
trafficking, and why targeting the purchasers of sex work is key.  

The USFG should substantially raise the cap on H-1B visas. 
● Affirmative Arguments: The affirmative can discuss the improvements in labor conditions 

provided to immigrants receiving H-1B visas, as well as how these visas may benefit immigration 
status. There can also be more traditional economic arguments based on potentials for 
innovation from H-1B immigrants in particular.  

● Negative Arguments: There can be economic arguments based on the jobs tradeoff within the 
high-skilled market in particular, arguments regarding labor abuses of immigrant workers, as 
well as indictments of piecemeal immigration reform that may prevent greater amnesty in the 
future. Potential counterplans could reform immigration policy in different ways.  

The USFG should provide economic reparations to black individuals in the United States. 
● Affirmative Arguments: The affirmative can either read critical arguments on anti-blackness, or 

can run a more traditional policy affirmative with race impacts as well as discussions of the 
potential economic benefits resulting from reparations.  

● Negative Arguments: Kritikal arguments on the negative could approach anti-blackness from a 
pessimistic or alternate perspective. The negative could also focus on intersectionality 
arguments, or on more traditional disadvantages based on various implementation strategies or 
economic implications.  

The USFG should substantially expand eligibility for non-citizens in one or more of the following 
programs: the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, Supplemental Security Income, Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families, Medicaid, and Children’s Health Insurance Program. 

● Affirmative Arguments: The affirmative could focus on the benefits of these programs for 
particularly immigrant women and children, as well as the implications they could have on 
poverty within immigrant communities. There are also economic arguments resulting from the 
benefits of increased access to social services.  



● Negative Arguments: There are unique cost disadvantages based on the implications of 
increased social benefit spending in these programs or social programs in general. The multiple 
aff options, and limitations to those options, also give the negative access to multiple 
counterplan strategies. There are also likely biopolitical arguments to be read regarding the 
implications of implications of increased social spending.  

The USFG should ban the employment of incarcerated individuals at subminimum wage. 
● Affirmative Arguments: A policy affirmative would likely have significant implications for the 

prison industrial complex, giving the affirmative access to arguments surrounding problems with 
prisons in general, the implications based on race, sexuality, and gender, as well as potential 
biopolitical arguments.  

● Negative Arguments: The negative could focus on the economic implications of this policy, as 
well the role of prisons in the US and the potential benefits of jobs for incarcerated individuals in 
terms of rehabilitation and decreased recidivism. There could also be arguments tied to 
biopolitics on the negative, as well as further left kritiks.  
 

DEFINITIONS 

The Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) establishes minimum wage, overtime pay, recordkeeping, and child 
labor standards affecting full-time and part-time workers in the private sector and in Federal, State, and 
local governments. (United States Department of Labour) 

The H-1B program applies to employers seeking to hire nonimmigrant aliens as workers in specialty 
occupations or as fashion models of distinguished merit and ability. A specialty occupation is one that 
requires the application of a body of highly specialized knowledge and the attainment of at least a 
bachelor’s degree or its equivalent. (United States Department of Labour) 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) (“food stamps”) offers nutrition assistance to 
millions of eligible, low-income individuals and families and provides economic benefits to communities. 
SNAP is the largest program in the domestic hunger safety net. (Food and Nutrition Service) 

Supplemental Security Income (SSI) is a federal entitlement program that provides cash assistance to 
low-income aged, blind, and disabled individuals. Individuals receiving SSI benefits are eligible for 
Medicaid coverage in all states except "section 209(b)" states, which have opted to use their more 
restrictive 1972 criteria in determining Medicaid eligibility for SSI recipients. (Kaiser Family Foundation) 

The Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program provides block grant funds to states and 
territories to provide families with financial assistance and related support services. (U.S. Government 
benefits website) 

Medicaid is a joint federal and state program that, together with the Children’s Health Insurance 
Program, provides health coverage to over 72.5 million Americans, including children, pregnant women, 
parents, seniors, and individuals with disabilities. (Medicaid.gov) 

The Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) is a partnership between the Federal and state 
governments that provides health coverage to uninsured children whose families earn too much to 
qualify for Medicaid, but too little to afford private coverage. (Benefits.Gov) 

https://www.dol.gov/whd/regs/statutes/FairLaborStandAct.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/whd/regs/compliance/hrg.htm
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Resources/Resources%20for%20Congress/H1B%20Specialty%20Occupation%20Visa%20Program.pdf
https://www.dol.gov/WHD/immigration/h1b.htm
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/SNAP_Quick_Facts_0.pdf
http://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/supplemental-nutrition-assistance-program-snap
https://www.ssa.gov/pubs/EN-05-11000.pdf
http://kff.org/medicaid/state-indicator/total-ssi-beneficiaries/?currentTimeframe=0
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/RL32748.pdf
https://www.benefits.gov/benefits/benefit-details/613
https://www.benefits.gov/benefits/benefit-details/613
http://www.cbpp.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/policybasics-medicaid.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/eligibility/index.html
https://www.benefits.gov/benefits/benefit-details/607
https://www.benefits.gov/benefits/benefit-details/607
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