
RESOVLED: 

The People’s Republic of China should take substantial action to reduce nuclear 
proliferation by the Republic of India.  

 

Background:  

The Republic of India has developed and possesses weapons of mass destruction in the form of 
nuclear weapons. Though India has not made any official statements about the size of its nuclear 
arsenal, recent estimates suggest that India has 110 nuclear weapons — consistent with earlier 
estimates that it had produced enough weapons-grade plutonium for up to 75–110 nuclear 
weapons. In 1999, India was estimated to have 800 kg of separated reactor-grade plutonium, 
with a total amount of 8,300 kg of civilian plutonium, enough for approximately 1,000 nuclear 
weapons. 

India is a member of three multilateral export control regimes — the Missile Technology Control 
Regime, Wassenaar Arrangement and Australia Group. It has signed and ratified the Biological 
Weapons Convention and the Chemical Weapons Convention. India is also a subscribing state to 
the Hague Code of Conduct. India has signed neither the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban 
Treaty nor the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, considering both to be flawed and 
discriminatory. India previously possessed chemical weapons, but voluntarily destroyed its entire 
stockpile in 2009 — the only country to meet OPCW deadline. 

 

Indian Nuclear Resources in the Status Quo: 

A Question of Deterrence  

India maintains a "no first use" nuclear policy and has developed a nuclear triad capability as a 
part of its "minimum credible deterrence" doctrine. 

India has been successfully modernizing its nuclear arsenal “with at least five new weapon 
systems now under development to complement or replace existing nuclear-capable aircraft, 
land-based delivery systems, and sea-based systems. India is estimated to have produced enough 
military plutonium for 150 to 200 nuclear warheads, but has likely produced only 130 to 140.” 
They have also began establishing a nuclear submarine fleet. On November 5th, the INS Arihant 
completed its first successful “detterance patrol”, completing the establishment of the country’s 
nuclear triad. “Prime Minister Narendra Modi received the crew of Strategic Strike Nuclear 
Submarine (SSBN) INS Arihant... Stressing the significance of the successful deployment of INS 
Arihant for the completion of India's nuclear triad, the Prime Minister congratulated the crew and 
all involved in the achievement which puts India among a handful of countries hahaving the 
capability to design, construct and operate SSBNs. The successful completion of the deterrence 
patrol ensures that India will have the necessary second strike capabilities with the country's 



nuclear shield now complete. A nuclear response option is only feasible if the country's nuclear 
triad- air, land, and sea, is ready for engagement with enemy forces.” 

Prime Minister Modi has not been shy forwarding the expansion of nuclear weapons (and 
delivery system) technology as a way to forward Indian military hegemony, and deterrence as a 
strategy to prevent conflict. “India said on Monday (Nov 5) its first domestically built nuclear-
powered submarine had recently completed a ‘deterrence patrol’, giving it the capability to fire 
nuclear weapons from land, air and sea in the event of any "misadventure" by enemies. With 
nuclear-armed China to its north and nuclear-armed Pakistan to its west - both of which India has 
fought wars with - India's nationalist prime minister, Narendra Modi, said the INS Arihant was a 
‘fitting response to those who indulge in nuclear blackmail’…"Amid an increase in the number 
of nuclear weapons in our surroundings, a credible nuclear deterrence is extremely important for 
our country's security," he told the crew of the submarine in a speech televised 
nationwide.’Arihant is an open warning for the country's enemies, for the foes of peace: don't try 
any misadventure against India.’” These new subs, by the way, are named “Arihant or the 
“destroyer of enemies”. Generally, this is all part of a broader strategy in which “India’s nuclear 
strategy, which has traditionally focused on Pakistan, now appears to place increased emphasis 
on China” (consistent with another large pivot in the area by potential Chinese rivals.  

 

A Question of Demand 

Additionally, increases in resource demand will accompany India’s further refinement of their 
nuclear goals. “Additional plutonium will be required to produce warheads for missiles now 
under development, and India is reportedly building several new plutonium production 
facilities.” This is also fueled by the rise in nuclear submarines. “The Navy’s Submarine Design 
Bureau is also presently working on a new class of nuclear powered attack submarines (SSNs) 
that it hopes to induct within the next 15 years. The plan is to build at least six SSNs in India, 
with financial sanction given last year for the project that could cost upwards of Rs 90,000 crore. 
At present, the only nuclear powered platform in service is the INS Chakra, a Akula class SSN 
on lease from Russia.”  

Also, India is substantially expanding it’s energy sector given new found credibility with the 
international community as a nuclear power. This, however, will also require a tight balance of 
maintaining delicate international relationships for India. “New Delhi: India needs to expand 
international partnerships to expedite the development of its nuclear plants and meet the target of 
63 GWe nuclear power capacity by 2032, the head of the World Nuclear Association (WNA) 
said on Wednesday. The Narendra Modi government has set an ambitious 63 GWe nuclear 
power capacity addition target by the year 2031-32. ‘Capacity-wise India has not built so much. 
India has to pick-up and build more and expand nuclear energy,’ she said. Though India is in 
partnership with Russia to develop its nuclear plants, the country must expand its international 
partnerships, Rising said. India and Russia have signed contracts for priority design works and 
supply of main equipment for units 5 and 6 of the Kudankulam nuclear power plant in Tamil 
Nadu. Three main contracts were signed between state-owned Nuclear Power Corporation of 
India (NPCIL) and Russia's JSC Atomstroyexport for priority design works, working design and 
supply of the main equipment for stage III of Kudankulam NPP.”  



 

A Question of Alliances 

Many experts argue that it was the United States who spearheaded the campaign to India’s 
nuclear legitimacy on the international stage. “The Indo-US nuclear cooperation agreement was 
signed on October 10, 2008, that gave a fillip to the ties between the two nations, which since 
then have been on an upswing.” The deal helped fuel domestic power plants and give India 
access to critical technologies in strategic areas, as well as gave India the recognition of being a 
responsible nuclear weapon state with strong non-proliferation credentials.  

Further, India has a habit of testing weapons as recently as this week (Nov 1st, 2018), testing it’s 
Agni-I short-range, solid-fuel, nuclear-capable ballistic missile. This test followed Pakistan’s 
testing of their own nuclear-capable missile a few weeks prior (after India canceled scheduled 
peace talks). “The launch consolidates Pakistan’s nuclear capability which is aimed at peace and 
stability through a credible deterrence regime,” an official statement from the military said, 
Pakistan’s The Express Tribune reported. President Dr. Arif Alvi and Prime Minister Imran 
Khan also expressed their appreciation for the successful test of the missile system, according to 
the country’s Dunya television channel. 

The demonstration came after regional rival India signed an agreement with Russia on Friday to 
purchase S-400 air defense system for $5 billion. At the end of last month, New Delhi also 
canceled peace talks with Islamabad that were slated to take place on the sidelines of the U.N. 
General Assembly in New York. Shah Mehmood Qureshi, Pakistan’s foreign minister, criticized 
India for the decision, saying that it used incidents that occurred in July to justify canceling 
negotiations that had been scheduled in September… India’s Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj 
pushed back, rejecting the accusation that her country has worked to undermine negotiation. She 
also accused Pakistan of harboring terrorists. ‘Our neighbor's expertise is not restricted to 
spawning grounds for terrorism,’ Swaraj said, Radio Free Europe reported. ‘It is also an expert in 
trying to mask malevolence with verbal duplicity.’” 

 

A Question of Treaties, Regulatory Bodies, and the Nuclear Supplies Group (international 
trade) 

All of this occurs under the backdrop of India’s general engagement with international nuclear 
regulatory bodies. “India continues to participate in international nuclear trade. In April 2013, 
Canada and India signed a bilateral safeguards agreement for trade in nuclear materials and 
technology used in IAEA safeguarded facilities.  One year later, in April 2015, Canada agreed to 
a five year deal to supply India with uranium to fuel civilian nuclear reactors. India has long 
sought to secure a bilateral civilian nuclear agreement with Japan, but the Japanese Diet has yet 
to approve a tentative executive agreement made in 2015 due to Japanese concerns that civilian 
cooperation could advance India's military nuclear capabilities. In September 2014, Australia's 
Prime Minister Tony Abbott and India's Narendra Modi signed a nuclear cooperation agreement, 
which was finalized in late 2015, paving the way for Australia to export uranium for India's 
civilian nuclear program.“ 



As for the Nuclear Suppliers Group, “In January of 2015, India and the United States released a 
joint statement announcing that the two nations will work towards India’s phased entry into the 
Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG), the Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR), the 
Wassenaar Arrangement, and the Australia Group.  China extended conditional support for 
India’s inclusion into the NSG, but stressed that the group should proceed with caution, and that 
China “support[s] India to take further measures to meet the requirements for the inclusion in the 
group,” according to Chinese foreign ministry spokesperson Hua Chunying. According to 
Foreign Secretary Ranjan Mathai, “In some respects, our controls are more stringent than those 
practiced by the NSG and MTCR.” In June 2015, India formally applied for MTCR membership, 
but Italy vetoed its application at the October 2015 MTCR plenary meeting.  

In arguing for NSG membership, India has portrayed itself as a responsible nuclear power, 
pointing to its positive record on nonproliferation and consistent support for complete nuclear 
disarmament.  India signed the Additional Protocol, which entered into force in July 2014. It has 
maintained a unilateral moratorium on nuclear testing and supports negotiations of a Fissile 
Material Cut-off Treaty (FMCT) that is "universal, non-discriminatory, and internationally 
verifiable." At the same time, India has remained firmly outside of the NPT, arguing that 
“nuclear weapons are an integral part of our national security and will remain so pending the 
global elimination of all nuclear weapons.” New Delhi has not signed the CTBT, and continues 
to produce fissile material for its nuclear weapons program. Although it has reiterated its 
commitment to no-first-use of nuclear weapons, India’s nuclear posture of credible minimum 
deterrence is still evolving, and the country is developing a strategic triad of nuclear delivery 
systems.”  

It’s basically the United States pushing hardest for India’s formal membership into the NSG. 
“On 6 September 2008, the NSG participating governments agreed to grant India a "clean 
waiver" from its existing rules, which forbid nuclear trade with a country which has not signed 
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). The NSG's decision came after three days of 
intense U.S. diplomacy. The approval was based on a formal pledge by India stating that it 
would not share sensitive nuclear technology or material with others and would uphold its 
voluntary moratorium on testing nuclear weapons. The pledge was contained in a crucial 
statement issued during the NSG meeting by India outlining the country's disarmament and 
nonproliferation policies.”  

 

Ergo, RESOLVED: The People’s Republic of China should take substantial action to reduce 
nuclear proliferation by the Republic of India.  

 

GROUND for DEBATES (I guess) 

AFF Ground  

1. Proliferation bad 
2. Nuclear energy bad 
3. Nuclear Weapons bad 



4. Indian Hegemony bad  
5. China – India Conflict 
6. Pakistani Relations  
7. “No First Use” policy dangerous (bad)  
8. Chinese Hegemony Good 
9. Chinese Nuclear Leadership Good 
10. United States / International Coalition for  Nuclear Leadership Bad 
11. Modi Bad 

NEG Ground   

1. Nuclear Racism  
2. Environmental Catastrophe (major carbon neutral energy production for the world’s most 

populated country) 
3. Proliferation Good 
4. Nuclear Energy Good 
5. Chinese-Indian Trade Relations 
6. United States Backlash 
7. International Nuclear Regimes and Treaty Credibility 

a. NPT, NSG, etc 
8. Indian Technology (and Weapons) Development Good 

a. Certain international frameworks for nuclear development and trade could be 
altered by the resolution.  

9. Indian Hegemony/Militarism Good 
10. Indian Domestic Politics – Hindu Nationalism 
11. Orientalism 
12. Criticisms of International Relations 
13.  Modi Backlash/Actions 

a. A note here. I think Modi is one of the MOST FASCNIATING and 
IMPORTANT global leaders we seem to rarely talk about/debate. From his 
positioning of himself and his identity, to his economic policy, his actions and the 
way he projects his policies have implications for billions of people. Not to 
mention his handling of the Gujarat riots (on which, “scholars have described the 
violence as an example of state terrorism… Martha Nussbaum said: "There is by 
now a broad consensus that the Gujarat violence was a form of ethnic cleansing, 
that in many ways it was premeditated, and that it was carried out with the 
complicity of the state government and officers of the law.”). Also, throw in his 
interesting relationship with the United States, and there are many nuanced and 
potentially interesting debates about power, the powerful, and policy to be had.  
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