
United States Military Presence in the Pacific 
 
Topic : The United States federal government should substantially decrease its military 
operations in one of the following: Republic of Korea, Republic of China, Okinawa 
Prefecture. 
 
Strategic Considerations 
 
Affirmative flex in this topic is important for two reasons. First, the topic would be used 
for multiple rounds, so a variety of possible affs allows for a greater breadth of education 
throughout the tournament. Second, the negative still has access to a common collection 
of negative arguments in favor of U.S. military projection in the Pacific. 
 
Aff ground 
 
This topic allows for specific case arguments about the role of the U.S. military in the 
Pacific and its relation to regional and global stability as well as more broad arguments 
about the role of the military in society in the context of United States Pacific Command. 
 
Critical: The affirmative can read arguments about militarism, securitization, feminist 
international relations, colonialism, and any other collection of critical arguments. 
 
Policy: The Republic of Korea plank allows for arguments about North Korean internal 
politics and military aggression, as North Korea relies on American military presence to 
justify authoritarian rule, and arguments about deproliferation. The Taiwan plank 
allows for arguments about Chinese security. The Okinawa plank allows for arguments 
about military presence being harmful to local residents. 
 
Neg ground 
 
The Republic of Korea plan allows for arguments about why systems like the Terminal 
High Altitude Area Defense system are necessary to deter North Korea from attack, and 
why effective engagement with South Korea is good for US-SK relations. The Taiwan 
argument and the Okinawa arguments allow for arguments related to American power 
projection in the region, especially to deter Chinese hard power. 
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