
 

In 1997, Wendell King II entered his first public speaking competition at the Missouri Mule 

Classic. At that same tournament, he advanced his school to the final round in 4 events and 

ended up winning two out of the four. That was the tournament that he realized his passion for 

oratory and debate. There is where he created the standard he would later leave for future 

teammates at Texas Southern University.  

Since 2008 Wendell has coached all forms of Debate as well as individual events. He also has 

both a Middle and High school Summer Debate Camp, where he focuses on students in urban 

areas. Throughout the year he works hard to not only maintain student development but even 

more, he tries to ensure that they learn how to utilize their skill in their daily practice. Currently, 

Wendell serves as the International Liaison for the International Forensics Association. 

Wendell is also Asst. Director of Speech and Debate at Texas Southern University. Here he 

formalized a curriculum for students that would capture the many traditions of the team while 

also evolving into a more competitive team also. His philosophy is: “Speech & Debate is a 

Culture, not just an organization.” This is a motto he lives by daily. He has been able to deliver 

various programs in Speech and Debate. The program at TSU continues to grow as HBCU 

coaches and students from across the nation seek out King’s assistance.  

Now in his tenth year of speech and debate, Wendell was privileged to achieve another personal 

goal and dream. He was hired by the Houston Independent School Board to coach the current 

teams throughout the district. Wendell works with his team intensely for the task, and finds 

himself always remaining a student of debate also. He is always eager to learn more so that he 

may pass the knowledge on to others.  
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